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That quote has always followed me. Over this past spring break, 11 
brave Shaker Heights High School students, accompanied by my fellow 
social studies teacher Brian Berger and me, lived this philosophy while 
traveling and living in Cambodia.  

Traveling to Cambodia provided an understanding our students 
could never gain from the classroom alone. We traveled to experience 
life inside Cambodia, and to reflect on our own advantages of living 
in Shaker Heights. We traveled to be surprised, to be proven wrong, 
and to step outside of our comfort zone. We traveled because we call 
ourselves an internationally minded school, and we should know how 
the rest of the world lives.  

In our time there we explored the scars of the Cambodian 
genocide, climbed the stairs of Cambodia’s ancient and glorious past at 
the temple of Angkor Wat. We took long bus rides across the country 
that lasted just under nine hours for a distance just over 200 miles. We 
lived in a floating village for over four days, took bucket showers, and 
disconnected from the electronically connected world we inhabit. 

We fought the bugs and heat as we slept on the floor, six to nine in a room, inside mosquito nets, taking over the homes so graciously offered 
to us. We observed the lack of a stable education system as the 11 Shaker students taught English in classrooms that lacked the most basic teaching 
essentials, on a boat that was barely floating. We were uncomfortable, and yet this place quickly became a part of us.

It is easy to focus on what Cambodia does not have: clean water, paved roads, little to no air conditioning in constant 99-degree heat, and a 
government free from corruption. But we left the country filled with an overwhelming love and admiration for what it does have: some of the most 
generous, authentic, and kind people we have ever met. 

Just minutes after arriving at our work site to help build a floating house for a multi-generational family, we were welcomed into their 
home. With little in common except for a wide smile on both sides, we played games with the little ones, translated stories, and formed inside 
jokes. In just two days we were able to see the fabric of what it means to be Cambodian. We learned about what Cambodians value, their 
simplicity of life, and their resourcefulness. At a morning trip to the crowded market, we learned how all food is grown locally and never wasted. 
This contrasted sharply with the bustling tourist industry just minutes away, featuring Las Vegas-style construction. We learned that a booming 
tourist industry does not trickle down as quickly or evenly as it should to all elements of society.  Ultimately, we learned not to judge their 
progress and development by American standards. In so many ways, we gained more than we gave. While we might have greater wealth, in 
terms of sincerity and being genuine we learned a thing or two from our friends in “developing” Cambodia.
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Students building a floating house ~ Service was an important 
component of the tour. Here, students help construct a house in a 
floating village for a family whose home had burned down. Despite 
their novice construction skills, “our hosts always made our efforts feel 
valued and our presence worthwhile,” says Ahrens. 
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“Try to understand that there’s  a 
world larger than the one you inhabit.”                         

 – Julie Orringer, How to Breathe Under Water

Students surrounding genocide survivor ~ Shaker students were honored to meet a survivor of the 
Cambodian genocide that took place under the Khmer Rouge regime from 1975-79. Out of 14,000 
people who entered the torture center known as S-21 (shown behind them), this man is one of only 
seven who survived.
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This year’s Night for the Red & White
drew 800 attendees and raised approximately 
$130,000 for the Shaker schools. 

Now in its 23rd year, the annual benefit has 
raised more than $2 million for the educational 
enrichment of all Shaker students. Since 
1992, the proceeds have helped to enhance 
opportunities in the 
arts, technology, health, 
and fitness. 

Save the date for 
next year! The gala 
event will return to 
the Tudor Arms Hotel, 
Doubletree by Hilton 
on Saturday, March 5, 
2016. 

Another Wonderful Night for the Red & White

A Night for the Red & White 2015 Executive Committee, from left to 
right: Hallie Stewart, Lisa Welsh, Shaker Schools Foundation Executive 
Director Christine Auginas, Heather Weingart, and Sarah Morgan.

STAY INFORMED

For the latest news and info 
about the Shaker schools, 

visit shaker.org.

To receive regular e-news updates, 
subscribe at shaker.org/news.

FOLLOW US ON:
facebook.com/ForShakerSchools

Twitter @ShakerSchools

Back to School

Be sure to mark your calendar for that red-
letter day, the first day of school: August 
24. Get the backpacks and lunch bags ready, 
because this year all students in grades preK- 
12 will start on the same day. 

A printed PTO/District calendar is 
mailed home in August to all families with 
children enrolled in the Shaker schools. You 
can also find a complete listing of events in 
the District’s online calendar at shaker.org. 

New in Town?

Families are encouraged to register 
new students as early as possible. 
Appointments are required! Please 
call (216) 295-4321 to schedule your 
appointment. For more information about 
registration requirements, visit shaker.
org/registration. Check the online District 
calendar for new family orientation events.   

Summer Reading

Be sure to stop by the public library to 
stock up on books this summer, both for 
required reading and for pleasure. Required 
and suggested reading lists are available 
by grade level at shaker.org. Need more 
recommendations? Ask your local librarian.

Alumni Notes

Julie Blunden (’84) has been appointed 
senior vice president and chief strategy 
officer of SunEdison, with responsibility 
for marketing, communications, investor 
relations, and public policy. SunEdison is 
the world’s largest renewable energy 
development company, transforming the 
way energy is generated, distributed, and 
owned around the globe.

Blunden previously served as chief 
executive officer of ClimateWorks, and 
as executive vice president at SunPower 

as it grew from $11 million in revenue 
to more than $2.3 billion. She has more 
than 25 years of experience in the electric 
industry, including executive positions 
at KEMA, Green Mountain Energy 
Company, and a decade of experience at AES.

She is a graduate of Dartmouth College, 
where she majored in engineering, and holds 
an MBA from Stanford Graduate School of 
Business. SL


